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THE FATHER

The Father portrays in a unique way how living with dementia feels; both for the father, Andre, as well
as for his daughter and her partner. The daily challenges the condition creates are illustrated in this
fascinating play through a variety of devices, constantly showing us the perspective of the affected
person.

While the play is an acutely distressing portrait of dementia, it is by turns both humorous and moving.
It shows Andre, while inhabiting a world of contradictions, capable both of a fierce lucidity and a senile
cantankerousness.

The Father was first performed in Paris in 2012, the English premiere taking place in Bath in 2014.

In 2015 it transferred to the West End, and was hailed as one of the most outstanding hits of recent
years. It won ecstatic five-star reviews, and top listings in the Best Plays of the Year, winning awards
in Paris, London and New York. The Times described it as ‘a controlled unforgettable portrait of
losing your mind’, and The Guardian summed it up as ‘a play that continually confounds expectations,
and works almost like a thriller, with a sinister Pinteresque edge.’

| am very lucky in that | have a superb cast, led by Michael Bulman, and a terrific production team.
Strat Mastoris has created an unsettling environment, echoing the state of Andre’s mind.

The rehearsal process has been both challenging and exciting, as collectively and individually we
have faced and explored the feelings and issues that arise when caring for an elderly relative with
dementia. The cast have come up with numerous good ideas about the portrayal of this illness, and
they have been a pleasure to work with.

| hope Florian Zeller would be proud of what we've done; and that you, our audience, enjoy this great
play as much as we have enjoyed working on it.

| would like to dedicate this production to the memory of my own father, a gifted and much-published

poet, and the courage with which he faced the uncertainties of his last few years.

Mary Allen
Director















COMING NEXT

12 - 20 APRIL 2019

(STUDIO THEATRE)

PICKWICK AND WELLER

BY BARRY PURCHESE

(With more than a nod towards
Charles Dickens)

music by Michael James
directed by Rod Lewis

Samuel Pickwick is a warm hearted
and well meaning man of advancing
years but, despite his age, still
something of an innocent. As he
sets forth on his adventures into
the wider world he is easy pickings
for rogues such as Alfred Jingle and
the rascally lawyers Dodson and
Fogg. He is in need of a protector
and no-one comes better qualified
than the street wise Sam Weller.
Sam, with his singular brand of
philosophy, never fails to make us
laugh as he comes to the rescue of
Pickwick time and again.

Michael Bulman as The Father

COMING SOON

17 - 25 MAY 2019
(THEATRE UPSTAIRS)
HYSTERIA

BY TERRY JOHNSON
directed by Bob Ryder

Real life, fantasy and hallucination.

Freud meets Dali, meets half-naked comedy
chaos. Serious stuff is swept up in the
crazy world of theatrical farce. Terry
lohnson’s brilliant creation achieves a rare
balancing act, in which alarming subjects
and events are filtered through high-jinks
comedy entertainment. It's a play that's
always sparkling and witty, while sometimes
descending into low farce, while somehow
still being thought-provoking and deeply
touching. It's a modern classic and a great
experience, which makes you laugh, think
and feel - often all at the same time.







