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© THE LANGUAGE ARCHIVE .

r

‘When we say a language dies, we are talking about a whole world, a whole way of life. It is the
death of imagination, of memory. It makes me much sadder than | could ever possibly express.’
- George

~ 2019 s the year of indigenous languages. so what betier fiming for us to stage Julia Cha's delightiully
wiinmsical vet poignant play.

George is a brilkant linguist, consumed with preserving and documenting dying fanguages, And it is a
Sisyphean task. There are sixty-nine thousand languages in the world, and more than halfl are
expected to die within the next century, When deseribing the tragedy of lost languages and the lost
worlds tivat they represant for him, George is eloguent and passionate: But at home, he cannat find the
winrds that will save his disintegrating marmage. In desperation, his wife Mary has taken b hiding hand
writien notes around the house.

The exasperated Mary sets oul in search of her own happiness, finding 8 new purpass through a
chance meeting with a man at a stalion. A purpose that subtly echoes one of the play's repeating
themes - that of resumection.

George's archival assistant Emma is mute with adoration for him. She visits a language instructor to
leam Esperanto in the hope it wil help her to communicate her love. The instructor, also romantically
disappainted, has a different lesson for Emma to leam, -

The archive's newest subjects, ihe last speakers of Eloway, the language of the river people, have
recenily descended into a huge argument about airplare arm rests, cooking and romantic rivals, and
now refuse to utter & word to one another.

The Language Archive traverses the gulf between what's said and what isnt. The story, seemingly
simple at first, unfolds like a surprising fable or a mystery train ride. Cho emphasises this unfolding by

- including doubling in the script as an artistic device rather than a pragmatic one, with five actors playing
thirleen characters!

This is a play that cries out for theatricality, so we are extremely lucky fo have Tim McQuillen-Wright's
gorgeous sel, that speaks of George's frantic desire fo maintain order, and fransforms magically inio
different spaces, Cleverdy crafted lighting and prodection by Keith Dawson and rootsy sound design by
Simon Scardanelli add to the artisan vibe.

| have been blessed with an amazing cast and production team, and we have had a lof of fun bringing
The Language Archive to fife. We hope you love it as much as we do.
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Afinal note - The Language Archive is about loss; about mowrning things that
and or can never ba, But it iz also about life, and the birth of new possibiities.
Above all, it 5 aboul whal we hand on to the pecple we masl and leave 1o future
generations. In January my father quietly passed away. Among his gifis to me
have bean a love of language, theatre and the fantastical; gifts that have led ma
in turm to directing. He would have hugely enjoyed the intelligence and pathos
of this jewel of & play, So, Dad, this is for you. e

Sam Chittenden, 2019.

CAST

Geonge : Alex Bond

Mary : Bridgett Ana Lawrence

Emma : Cata Lindegaard

Alia : Jusiine Smith

Restan : Culann Smyth

PRODUCTION TEAM

Director | Sam Chittenden

Production Manager : Ulrike Schilling

Stage Manager : Miriam Soto, Lillian Lim, Greta Galdikaite

Costume Design ; Sam Chittenden

Halr & Makeup ; Julla Monkeom

Set Design: Tim MecQuillen-Wright

Set Construction : Dedphine du Barry, Cata Lindegaard,
Simon Glazier, George Walter, Max Videaux,
Lilian Lim, Hermlone Huxbey

Lighting Design : Keith Dawson

Sound Design ; Simon Scardanalli

Sound Operation ; Max Videaux

Lighting Rigging : Keith Dawson

Lighting Dperation : Ulrike Schilling, Tamsin Mastoris

Prompt & Support : Hermione Huxley

Poster & Programma : Tamsin Mastorls

Photography : Strat Mastoris

Publicity & Marketing : Kate McGann, Cata Lindegaard,
Greta Galdikaite, Ulrike Schilling
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Alex Bond (George)

Alai is making his NVT theatre dabuf with The Language Archiva.
Alex's perfommance career bagan at & young age as an award-
winning dancar snd choreographer shunning any speaking parts
until getting the tasie for stand-up comedy on e London comedy
carult, Alex has performed &t some of the capitals best comedy
venues before moving ko Brighton and stedying acling .at the
Academy of Creative training. Since graduating from ACT Alex
has been invalved in & mixiure of professional and amataur
theatre work mast recently making his professional London debut
parfarming Waiting for Cusry with Twilight Theatra Company.

Bridgeti Ane Lawrence [Mary)

BA began working as an aclor in 1990, in Chicago. Her passion
for acting drew her bo New York where she shined on-camera and
off-Broadway, She-sang in.a rock band, joired a contemporary
dance company and bagan teaching Yoga in 2005. BA's very
graletul bo have discoversd the NVT in 2018 whilst doing
research and was thrilled when asked to play 3 Brtin The
Homesaming', Har mos! recent appearance was as Mrs.
Riobinsan in The Graduale® at the Baghton Little Theatrs. When
not exercising her acfing chops, BA teaches & prachces at her
school, Yoga in the Lanes.

Cata Lindegaard | Emma)

Making her NVT debut, this is Cata’s first public play since graduating
fram the Uiniversity of Marthampten in 2017, Sha moved to Brightan
last June ba finally start her acting and directing canser and |5 thrilled
fo be a part of the NVT communiby.

Growing up Cata was surrounded by a-sea of languages, having
baen bom in Luxembaourg to Danish and Spanish parents and atend-
ing an intemational school. She’s incredibly grateful fo get the chance
{0 perform a scripl that celabrates languages and their beawty in such
& meaninghul and humsane way,




Justine Smith (Alta / Language Instructor / Conduchor)

Chuite mew to acting, this is Justing's first prodiction

with NVT. Having had a career in Organisation and
Management, Justine is enjoying a non-tradifional pathway
it acfing. Sha has spent some time eaming the Mejsner
lechnigue, and attended a year acting at Philippe Gauller
Ecole. Mever one to take the easy route, sha hes thoroughly
enjoyed the challenge of the Language Anchive with its
plethora of accents, languages and hats!

Culann Smyth (Resten [ Old Baker | Zamanhof)

Cufann Smyth got imvolved with theatre as a teenager;
attanding a Saturday moming youth drama group in Brighton,
In the B0's and 80's he was par of vanous productions and
worked with Brighton Actor's Workshop and Theatre 48 n
Horsham, He joined NVT in 2012 and appeared in 'Kyatch'
fhe same year. His last performance at WVT was as Raymond
in ‘The Messiah” and, most recently, &5 Denny in ‘A Steady
Rain’ at Burgess Hill Theatre.

He's thoroughly enjoying working with such & creative cast
and craw on "The Languaga Archive’,

Sam Chittenden (Director)

This is Sam's Tourth full length producton at WYT,
previous shows besng ‘The Arsonists’, The Clean House'
and ‘Antigane’, Her shart play, ‘Moving Slowly', was
parformed here and she has even appeared in'a coupls of
productons. She is Artistic Director.of Different Theatre,
producing mainky her own work, which has thres (yes,
threel} productons coming wp in this year's Brighton
Fringe. When not writing or directing, Sam minz a small
consulancy spacialising in leadership and parsonal
davelopment, often using theatra skills. She also pots and
pottars, and loves walking on the South Downs,




Incidental music includes
tracks by :

Tin Hat Trio, Peolo Fresu,

Richard Galiano & Jan Lundgren;
Wayes Blood, Frank & Nanay Slnatra,
Juliet Gréco,

Many thanks :

To Gladrags for cur |ovely costumes,
&ll cur Fabela iMernafional voloes,
Gina Lalne for har support. Greg
Starns for the lifle poster woman and
&3 ahways Front of House end Box
office as wel as tha voluniears
nmning WY,



COMING NEXT

15 - 23 MARCH 2018
(THEATRE UPSTAIRS)

THE FATHER

BY FLORIAN ZELLER
directed by Mary Allen

The Father is about Andre, a man with
dementia, wrestling to contral or even
understand his daily ife, It i an acute,
funmy and ultimately distressing portrat of
the comdition, The audience shares Andre's
uncer tainty about his multiple confusians. 1s
the action taking place in his fat, or that of
his datghter Anne? s Anne about o
abandon him ta live in London with a new
lover, or does she remain in Paris; taking
her dad to five with her? And indeed who is
Anne2? How is Anne going to look after her
Increasingly frail father? He saw off the
previous carer and says he doesn't need
anyone tolook after him, & new carer
arrives, but will he recognise them since he
fails to even recognise his own daughters?
Will &nrie find a solution that works for her,
her husband and for Andre?

COMING SOON

12 - 20 APRIL 2019

{STUDIO THEATRE)

PICKWICK AND WELLER

BY BARRY PURCHESE

(With more than a nod towards
Charles Dickens)

music by Michael James
directed by Rod Lewis

Samuel Pickwick is a warm hearied
and well meaning man of advancing
years but, despite his age, still
something of an innocent, As he
sets farth on his adventures into
the wider world he is easy pickings
for rogues such as Alfred lingle and
the rascally lawyers Dodsan and
Fogg. He is in need of a protecior
and no-one comes: befter qualfied
than the sireet wise Sam Weller.
Sam, with his singular brand of
philcsophy, never falls to make us
laugh as he comes to the rescue of
Pickwick time and again.
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Supporting NVT

Contacting the NVT

For tickat information only, call
thoe Biood Office - 01273 T46118.
To book tickets or for ather
information check our website at
WA, NEWA BT e, G LK.

All ofher apguiries 01273 BOB353

NVYT - Youth Theatre
NAVT welcomas all young people
[12-17) with a passion for or an
interast in theatre,

Fridays 4.30-6.30pm.

NVT Acting Class
Monday evenlrgs at ¥ 30pm for
all levels of acling shis, |8 will
cxes| you just EB per session
(E2.50 for NVT mambars)

First visi i FREE!

Become a Sponsor

E250: Advertisa in our boschung,

on the website, In each
programme and our newsletter

for Gne year, Plus two rée lickets
per show, Conlac
fundraisingEneesnaniune org, uk
for dotails. Or why not become an
angel, Archangel or aven Archangal
Giabried to help us suppor the
current and future improvaments to
our theatre. For further Information
pleasa contact the Anpels
Coordinater Gerry MoCrudden:
gerrymecnuddengihotmall. com.

Membership

Company mambarship -

£15 a year. Full participation,
discount on tickats & newsletter.
ShodantUnweged - E10 & year.
Ag gbovea... Proof of stelus i
rEqLired,

Wa are a membership chub, founded in 1947, 'We peform established plays, both classical and contermporary,

and aroa showease for new wiing. Hyou

ara intaresbod in joining us, please pick upa mambarship form in tha

foyer, In 1883, NVT bought the freehold of this isted Vicionan buildng which neads constant mwestment to
maintain its integrity. Ta keap NV going, we need your financial support, aither 1o add to our regutar sponsons
{anm=al package £250) of you can ba a Charub for a fivar, an Angel for £100, Archangel for E500 or an Archangsal
Gabrigl for £1.000. Please ook oul for the leaflots in the Theatre. As an Angel you will ba Bsied on the Role of

Honaur in the Thaatrs.

If you are interested, please amall fundraising@mewventurs, org.uk for mors infarmatian,



