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The Messiah

Desmond Olivier Dingle, introduces himself as the Artistic Direcior and Chief Executive of the
Mational Theatre of Brent, as well as being the Author, Designer and Director of his production
of ‘The Messiah’ - he's really sort of 'Auteur” actually ... and Master Thespian! Anyway, the for-
tunate public, are about to witness his Grand Vision! Namely, the enactment of the entire Christ-
mas story - with Joseph, Mary, the Archangel Gabriel, Herod, God and many, many others - all to
be played by his sublimely talented self and his company of one - his not so talented sidekick,
the helpful (but not always) and willing (but not always) Raymond. All to be accompanied by
spasmodic bursts of Handel's ‘Messiah’ by the rather uncontrollable and wayward guest star, Mrs
Flowers - Opera Singer. The result is an inspired satire that sends up theatre's epic pretensions
and yet can still evoke the momentous,

Although the show both sends up modern theatre and offers a very funny study of an archetypal
bully-and-stooge relationship - the handling of the essential story is respectful, and never at any
stage blasphemous - there's almost an element of tender innocence running through it as the
relationship between Desmond and Raymond evolves.

The National Theatre of Brent was conceived and created in 1979 and has become something of
a legend in British Theatre for its two-man epic re-enactments of myth and history. These include
The Charge of the Light Brigade’, “Zulu!', ‘The Black Hole of Calcutta’, 'Wagner's Ring', ‘Massive
Landmarks of the Twentieth Century' and ‘The French Revolution’ to name just a fewl Patrick
Barlow, as well as being an extremely witty writer - witness his recent version of Buchan's The
Thirty Mine Steps’ - has numerous acting credits too.

| was lucky enough in the 80's to see ‘The Messiah” at the Tricycle Theatre - as well as some of
their ather productions - and luckier still to be able o persuade Grips Theater Berlin, where | had
been working around that time, to let me direct the first German language production of the play
- it proved to be a great success. When considering what might be a fun Christmas production for
us at NVT - a play that would be a pleasure for everyone involved to do and for our audiences to
see - Patrick Barlow's ‘The Messiah' immediately sprang to mind. And what a pleasure it has been
to work with such a hugely talented cast with Robert Purchese playing Desmond Olivier Dingle
and Culann Smyth as Raymend and Cirii James, in fine voice, as Mrs Flowers - all backed up by a

great design and backstage team,

We hope it brings you as much enjoyment as it has us.

Rod Lewis
Director



CAST

Desmand Olivier Dingle : Robert Purchese
Raymond Box | Culann Smyth
Mirs Flowers : Cirl James
PRODUCTION TEAM
Director : Rod Lewis
Frnduchn Manager’Asst Director :  Ulrike Schilling
Erica Fletcher
Sugn Ihmgu‘ Melissa Noble
Cargline Stephens
Jo Carpenter
Erica Fletcher
Steve Coulson
Costume Design : Claira Lawis
Set Design | Michaal Folkard
Sot Congtruction : Siman Glazier
George Walter
Maonika Schuettbacher
Ulrike Schilling
lan Black
Strat Mastoris
Lighting Deslign : Dan Walker
Rigging : Dan Walker
Sebastian Warrington
Lighting Operation : Alex Epps | Bteve Coulson
Sound Design & Operation : lan Black
Musical Director and Composer ; Michaal James
Props : Melisza Noble
Simon Glazier
Poster ; Ben Pritchard
Programm : Tamsin Mastoris
Phatography : Jezz Bowden
Publicity & Marketing : Cast and crow
Health & Safety |an Black
Many thanks to:

To Melissa for her creativity with props, merchandise and Fvestock, to our Breakiast Club;
Jackle Jones, Fichard de Costobadie, Cirl James, Sam da Costobad|e, Harmiona Hudey and
Erica Flsicher, fo Zac i@ Badgelicious far the badges, Barry Purchese, Charlie @@ MBE for
Christmas cards and thanks as always o Jezz Bowden and Front of House Team. Chriz
Slubbe and Box Office Team,



Robert Purchese - Desmond Olivier Dingle

Bertie shot to fame in 1282, when ha was bom, A igorous
Iraining of acting the clown laid the foundations for @ starming role
in his school production of ‘Grease’ - a parformance: his head
teacher congrafulaied by saying he never realised Danny Zuko
could bie 5o camp. 1t encouraged Bartie 1o sfudy drama-at
Aelevel bui he was engulfed by the world of full-time work before
he could go any further.

# briaf stint at the Academy of Grestive Traming kept the flame
alive but bacoming a fathar changed his priorities, Yet through
frankly award-winning performances of badtime stores the fire
insiche graw, wndil in 2015 his children cowld contain him no more
and Bertie knocked upon the New Yenture Theatna door,

You might have seen him in Rod Lewis’ previous NYT production
of ‘Accidantal Death of an Anarchist, as the avil and greasy
Inspector Plssani; of you might have seen him as ofice buffoon-
turmed-maniac [an, on the sandy set of ‘Holes'. Most recenthy
Bartie was conflicted maths taacher Hal, In the wondarfully
maving play ‘Proof,

Bartia thinks the workd of NVT, and if he can put a smika on your
face this Christrmas he'll sleepa mierry man.

Culann Smyth - Raymond Box

Culann has been doing the actng al NWT since 2012 and
appeared as Gaorge In Kveich” and The Telephone Repair Man in
“The Rise and Fall of Litle Voice' the same vear, He had a faw
vears off to do some evening classes and then returned in 2016
when he appearad in ‘How Many Miles lo Babylon' as Sergeant
O'esfe. He played The Superntendent in ‘Accdental Death of an
Anarchast’, Max in ‘The Homecoming' and Major Muldoon in The
Rieal Inspector Hound'. He's thoroughly enjoying playing Raymond
and is very happy to not be playing a baddie for & changs.




Cird James - Mrs Flowers

Ciril James was bom in Kenya and from an early age she
delightad in singing at the drop of a hat and at the top of her
woite for hours and hours on end, |0 was clear b0 her family that
here was a voioe that should be heard elsewhere and so she
was sent to Music College, first in London and thea in New
York.

After completing her vocal studies, Cirll embarked on a remark-
able vocal carser tzking on numerous operatic mies and per-
forming in & series of highty successful towrs around the major
European cities. It was here, through her extansive work an the
operalic stage, that she became acquainied with Desmond
Dingle and the charming Raymond Box,

Ciril #bso very much enjoys giving recitals an the concerd
platform. She has performed in celebrated concert venues
around tha word including at the Lincoln Centra in Maw York
and as part of the annual Brighton Festival, It is a privilege fo
now be singing in ‘The Messiah™ with the esteemed MNationsl
Theatre of Brent.

This is Cirl's first Mew Venture Theatre production. She would
like to thank everyone on the team for making the exparianca
&0 inspirafional and enjoyable. Hallalujah

Rod Lewis - Director

Red has spent most of his working [ife in theatre, t.v and fim,
eaming his crust in & myriad of roles, here and abroad, &5 a
technician, actor, director and writer. He feals he has
become & sort of ancient theatre mongrel Rod has kos!
ot of the productions he's been involved with, they all
hawing now marged |n his mind info one, blurry kaleidoscopic
mass, However, he can remamber his izt WVT productions,
Arthur Miller's "The Price’, Sean 0'Casey's 'The End of the
Beginning"and Dario Fo's ‘The Accidental Death of an
Anarchist, Directing Patrick Badow's The Messial', with
such a fine cast and company, has once again been an
absodule pleasurs,

Currently NVT's Artistic Director Rod has, in The Mational
Theatre of Brant's Dasmand Ofivier Dinghe, at last found a
role mode! that be will, from now on, do his best to emulatel




Theatre Vacancies

You [gve our thealre. You love whatl wea do hers.
Wouldn'l it ba greal to gel even mora invaolved - o take a more aclive role ?

The following volunteer positions are currently vacant at NV'T, please contact
voluntearing@neweveantura.org.uk for more information f you're interestad In joining
our team

Marketing and Publicity Coordinator - i in charge of spreading the news about
our Productions, They will work alongside the creative teams to generate interest
and excitament aboul upcoming plays. They will write press releases, use sacial
madia and llakse with local radio and tv.  This [san exciling opportunity o galn
valuable axperence within a much loved theatre and to uss yaur lilarary alents I a
craafive environment. Much of the work can be done from home but there = office
space within the theatra if you prefer fo work on site. You would need to be available
to attend some meetings, usually this would be in the evening or at weekends,

Health and Safety Manager - overseaing ail aspecis of Health and Safety within the
theatre, They will ook at activithes within productions, help identify risks and work
with the Producticn leam to come up with creative ways around any problams. This
role

will require somecne with Health & Safety experience. It would be useful to have an
understanding of manual handling and risk assessment

Fundraising Manager - pravides the link to outside organisations whao provide
grants, bursaries efc, This enables the theaire to look at the targer projects for devel-
opment and upgrading to keep our physical and creative enviropments to the highest
standard posslble. A knowledge of fundraising applications processes would be
halpful.

Props Manager - oversees and maintains the NYT Props store, provides advice and
props toeach production, as required. ldentifies whan items are beyond use as well
as taking in new items that becoma available and maintains an up to date hist /
dafabase of all NVT props

www.zaccety.com

WordPress / Web Design & Build

Local, friendly and experienced, advice and consultancy.

Get in touch for & chat about your new or existing website.
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COMING SOON

OUR LADY OF SLIGO

BY SEBASTIAN BARRY
directed by Mark Wilson
16TH - 24TH FEBRUARY 2018
{STUDIO THEATRE)

From her room in a Dublin cancer ward,
Mal looks back across her tempestuous life
- her disastrous marriage, the loss of her
child, the alcehalism and the hoped-far
Ireland that lost its way in all the politics of
division. She does so, however, without the
least sel-pity but rather with a savage
quick humour, sparing ne-one but the
idoflsed Dada and the motherly Maria, both
long-dead, whom she conjures from within
her morphine-troubled mind. Thisis a
tast-moving play full of humour, love and
the most tender, heart-breaking pathos.

COMING NEXT

TRUE WEST

BY SAM SHEPARD

directed by Steven ('Shea
18TH - 27TH IANUARY 2018

{THEATRE UPSTAIRS)

Austing a successul screemwriter, is working
o  movie praject for-a Hollywaod
producer, Saul, while hourse sitting for his
mather who i vacationing In Alaska. When
his estranged older brather Lee, & drunken
petty thief, unexpectedty arrives to stay, the
two engage in a lethal battle of wills,

Sam Shepard remains one of the most
celebrated, profific and important play-
wrights of his generation. A corescatingly
funny and violent portrayal of sibling rivalry,
True West stands at the forefront of his out-
standing body of work,

NVT SOCIAL
EVENINGS

Heep your eyes peslad on the NVT
website and Facebook page for
news regarding our Social Evenings,
The first of 2018 will be on Friday
2nd Febriary. Then on Saturday
3rd March we'll be having our chanty
fumdraiser for the wanderful
GLADRAGS, Faollowed closely by
Friday 30th March, when we'll be
announcing our lineup for the next
a=gson! Ve now efso have reguiar
bar exiensions and Afler-show
FParties on the tast paformance
night-of each of our shows. The
kagsigh on 16th Dec, True West on
the 27th Jan, Shigo on the 24th Feb
and Bad Jews on the 241h Marnch,

Any suggestions for fubure social
eyanings, please confact
scott.roberts@newventure.ong. uk
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Supporting NVT

Contacting the NVT

For ticket information only, call
thia- Box Oiffice - 01273 T4E118.
To book tickets or for other
information check our website &t
WA B ETILIE. DL LK

ANl other anquines 01273 808353

NVYT - Youth Theatre
MWYT welcomes all young people
[11-17) with & passion for oran
Irterast in thaatne.

Fridaya 4.30-6.30pm.

NVT Acting Class
Monday evenings at 7.30pm for
all leveds of acling skils, 11wl
il youl just E5 per session
(£2.60 for NVT mambans)

First visil is FREE!

Become a Sponsor

E£250: Advartiga in our brochues,

on the welbsie, In each

programme and our newslatiar

fesr v yesdr, Phas twio frea fickets
jpier show. Conlac
fundraissngEnewvaniuee ong, uk
for dodails. Cr why not become an
Angel, Archangel or even Archangal
Gabrked bo help us support the
current and fulure mprovaments to
iour theatra, For further information
pledse contact the Anpels
Coordinator Gerry MoCristsen:
gerrymecruddani@bobmail. com,

Membership

Full {company | mambership -
E25 8 vaar. Full participation,
discount on tickets & newslettar.
StudentUnwaged - £13 & year
A5 gbove,.. Proof of sfalus is
rEgLired.

VWa are 8 membership cluby, foundad in 1947, We periorm aestablished plays, both classical and contermporany,

and aroa showease for new wriing. 1 you

ara interested in joinng us, plesse pick up a mambership form in the

foyes, In 1883, NVT bought the freehold of this listed Victordan builing which needs constant imestmant o
maintain its infegrty. To keap NVT geing, we need your financial supporl, eithes 10 add to our reguiar sponsors
tanmal package £250) or you can ba a Chenib for a fivar, an Anged for E100, Archanged for ES00 or an Archangal
Gabirigl Sor £1,000. Please look oul fior fhae leafiets in the Thoatre. A5 an Angel you will ba lisied on thi Role of

Honaur in the Thaatre,

i you are inferested, please amall fundraising@mewwenture, org.uk for mom informalion,



