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“The Show That Never Broke A Promise. Starring Mary: the largest living land animal on Earth.”

There was a town. There was a circus. There was a railroad. There was an elephant. And there was a
man with red hair. In 1916, a tiny town in Tennessee will experience the greatest show on Earth. A sight
never before seen by any man and it's going to put them on the map, forever.

When a horrific tragedy is witnessed by the entire town of Erwin during a circus parade, panic and chaos
erupts. Who is to blame? How could this have been allowed to happen? What should be done with the
guilty party? Told from the varying points of view of the towns people and circus folk, this poignant and
revealing play sheds a harsh spollight on mankind's lust for speclacle, violence and revenge.

Combining historical fact and legend, come one, come all and bear witness to an event that will astound
and amaze. You will never forget what you are about to behold.

| first read Elephant's Graveyard while studying in America and was immediately drawn to it. The
storytelling and characters brought to life this sad and amazing tale in a way that | hadn't seen in any
other play. Once | read it, | knew that | wanted to see it onstage and am delighted to have been given the
opportunity to direct this moving story.

David Eaton
Director

David Eaton

David has been a part of the New Venture Theatre for 5
years working in productions such as Hayfever by Noel
Coward and Not About Heroes by Stephen MacDonald,
He has mosfly acted in productions and previously
directed in the short play competition. Elephant’s Grave-
yard is the first full length piece he has directed and he
has found it a wonderful experience. He would like to
thank his incredible cast, his brilliant crew and his
amazing parents for all their support.
















Mark Green (Engineer)

Mark is back af the NVT after a short break. But he has
been busy elsewhere playing Alice B Toklas in ‘Alice
Cracked’ for Mama Koogs theatre and “storyleller’ in
“The Pillowman’ for Slurring Words Theatre, for whom he
can be seen as Oberon in their July production of ‘A
Midsummer Night's Dream’ at Stanmer House.

The Music

As Musical Director, Elephant's Graveyard has been a refreshing and interesting play fo work on. Much of the
Sound Design and Music in modern thealre is very reliant on computers and technology, however, the Elephani’s
Graveyard script instructs that, “All music and sound effects showld be provided live by the Drummer and Guitar-
ist". George Brant also invites companies to creale music for the song “You Gof to Lift It, which he has anly
writfen Iyrics for, asking them fo be sung in a Piedmont Blues style.

When first discussing the script with the production team, it became clear thal the narralive exists as a Targer than
life’ representalion of the era. This is why | decided against composing in a strictly piedmont blues style, inslead
coming up with something mare befitfing to the emotions of the play, Our interpretation of “You Gof fo Liff It was
compaosed collabaratively, it is buill around two chords which allowed me to come up with & more melanchalic
melody, something that couldnt have been achieved as effectively with a 12 Bar Blues.

Wi interprated the sound effects in a similar way, for instance, rather than using a Train Whistle, we decided fo

use & harmonica imitating the sound of & train whistle. This helps build the soundirack almost as a caricalure of
the era — meaning that throughout the performance, music and sound effects are connected in an organic and
aesthetically pleasing way,

Adam Hewitt

COMING NEXT

JUMPY

BY APRIL DE ANGELIS
directed by Diane Robinson
15TH - 23RD JUNE 2018
(THEATRE UPSTAIRS)

A frank and very funny family drama, which questions parental anxieties and life after 50.
Hilary, just turning 50, once protested at Greenham Common and sees herself as a feminist.
Now her protests tend to focus on persuading her teenage daughter to go out fully clothed.
Married to Mark for far too long — they rub along in a comfortable but sterile relationship.
Their daughter, Tilly, is going through the typical teenage tantrums of many girls of her age,
but when Hilary and Mark discover that she has started sleeping with her boyfriend they have
to decide if they want to be liberal or bring in some discipline.
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Supporting NVT

Contacting the NVT

For ticket information only, call
the Box Office - 01273 T46118.
To book tickets or for other
information check our website at
www.neswventure.org.uk.

All other enquiries 01273 808353

NVYT - Youth Theatre
MYT welcomes all young people
(11-17) with a passion for or an
interest in theatre.

Fridays 4.30-6.30pm.

NWVT Acting Class
Monday evenings at 7.30pm for
all levels of acting skills. It will
cost you just £5 per session
(£2.50 for NVT members)

First visit is FREE!

Become a Sponsor

£250: Advertise in our brochure,

on the website, in each
programme and our newsletter

for one year, Plus two free tickets
per show, Confact
fundraising@newventure.org.uk
for details. Or why not become an
Angel, Archangel or even Archangel
Gabriel to help us suppor the
current and future improvements to
our theatre. For further information
please contact the Angels
Coordinator Gerry McCrudden:
germymeccrudden@hotmail.com.

Membership

Company membership -

£15 a year. Full participation,
discount on tickets & newsletter.
Student/Unwaged - £10 a year.
As above... Proof of status is
required.

We are a membership club, founded in 1847, We perform established plays, both classical and contemporary,
and are a showcase for new writing, If you are interested in joining ws, please pick up 8 membership form in the
foyer. In 1983, NVT bought the freehold of this listed Victoran building which needs constant investment to
maintain its integrity, To keep NVT going, we need your financial suppor, either to add to our regular sponsors
{annual package £250) or you can be a Cherub for a fiver, an Angel for £100, Archangel for E500 or an Archangel
Gabried for £1,000. Please look out for the leaflets in the Theatre, As an Angel you will be listed on the Role of

Honour in the Theatre.

If you are interested, please email fundraising@newventure.org.uk for more information.
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