


OUR LADY OF SLIGO

It's been a delight to have retumed to NVT to direct Sebastian Barry's ‘Our Lady of Sligo’ and find myself working
with a group of people who, for the most part, are also either returning to work at NVT or appearing for the first time.
So we all get to be new together.

And if a litile-known play can be described as ‘new’ - in the sense that it seems to be ‘'new’ fo pretty well everyone |
talk to about it = then as a Company, we're also involved in working with an Irish writer better known for being a
novelist than a playwright on a piece of work that has not been staged since it appeared at The National in 1998.
What is also new, for me at any rate, is the exiraordinarily lyrical language Sebastian Barry employs at times; it's
like a poem in places, like something by James Joyce or Lorca.

The play's characlers are compelling for their simple humanity. From her room in a Dublin cancer ward, Mai looks
back across her tempestuous life - her disastrous marriage, the loss of her child, the alcoholism and the hoped-for
Ireland that lost its way in the politics of division. She does so, however, without the least self-pity but rather with a
savage quick humour, sparing no-one but the idolised Dada and the motherly Maria, both long-dead, whom she
conjures from within her morphine-troubled mind.

What we have is a play in which each character is able to leave the stage with the audience’s forgiveness - we
really do understand. There's no-one to blame; no ‘goodies and baddies’; there's no-one there for the audience to
dislike or hate, no-one who does anything terribly wrong or wicked. It's simply peopled by characters trying to do
their best which, | think, is what most of us, knowingly or otherwise, wake up each moming intending to do. So
what's left but to understand and to forgive?

We're staging it 'in the round’ with all of the immediacy and potential for connection between audience and actors
that that can involve. As with Promenade, it also allows audience response to become part of the story-telling
process. As audience we not only connect with what the actors are doing but with each other's response to what is
taking place before us.

This is a fast-moving play full of humour, love and the most tender, heart-breaking pathos.

Mark Wilson
Director

Historical Background — The Easter Rising and Eamon deValera: The desire for Irish home rule split the country
along both religious and political lines, the Protestant north demanding to remain part of the United Kingdom, the
Catholic south wishing to see the creation of an independent state. De Valera was a Commandant in the 1916
Easter Rising against British rule, a political leader in the War of Independence and in the Irish Civil War (1922-
1923). After resigning from Sinn Féin, in 1926, he founded the Fianna Fail party, and was head of govemment for
periods between 1932 o 1959. Opinions differ wildly between the view of him as a conservative, austere figure
under whose leadership Ireland stagnated - a view with which Mai and Jack would clearly agree - and the sense
of him being a far more positive influence on Irish 20th century life. He died in 1973 and is buried in Glasnevin
cemeteary, Dublin.
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Supporting NVT

Contacting the NVT

For ticket information only, call
the Box Office - 01273 T46118.
To book tickets or for other
information check our website at
www.neswventure.org.uk.

All other enquiries 01273 808353

NVYT - Youth Theatre
MYT welcomes all young people
(11-17) with a passion for or an
interest in theatre.

Fridays 4.30-6.30pm.

NWVT Acting Class
Monday evenings at 7.30pm for
all levels of acting skills. It will
cost you just £5 per session
(£2.50 for NVT members)

First visit is FREE!

Become a Sponsor

£250: Advertise in our brochure,

on the website, in each
programme and our newsletter

for one year, Plus two free tickets
per show, Confact
fundraising@newventure.org.uk
for details. Or why not become an
Angel, Archangel or even Archangel
Gabriel to help us suppor the
current and future improvements to
our theatre. For further information
please contact the Angels
Coordinator Gerry McCrudden:
germymeccrudden@hotmail.com.

Membership

Full {company) membership -
£25 a year. Full pariicipation,
discount on tickets & newsletter.
Student/Unwaged - £13 a year.
As above... Proof of status is
required.

We are a membership club, founded in 1847, We perform established plays, both classical and contemporary,
and are a showcase for new writing, If you are interested in joining ws, please pick up 8 membership form in the
foyer. In 1983, NVT bought the freehold of this listed Victoran building which needs constant investment to
maintain its integrity, To keep NVT going, we need your financial suppor, either to add to our regular sponsors
{annual package £250) or you can be a Cherub for a fiver, an Angel for £100, Archangel for E500 or an Archangel
Gabried for £1,000. Please look out for the leaflets in the Theatre, As an Angel you will be listed on the Role of

Honour in the Theatre.

If you are interested, please email fundraising@newventure.org.uk for more information.
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