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PERFORMANCES THEATRE «
Fri 20th June - Sat 28th June 7.45 pm HEW WRITIHG +
Sun Matinee 2.30pm (No Sun/Mon eves) CLASSES 4

LICEHSED BAR «

NEW
VENTURE ONLINE BOOKING: www.newventura,org. uky/tickets

THEATRE BOX OFFICE INFORMATION: 01273 746118
W @nvt_brighton
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THE HERBAL BED

In the tepths of lastwinter, when | was freling aboul direching 'Far Away my first full
langth play, a good friend suggested that | might be intarestad in taking a look at The:
Herbal Bad® as my next offering becausa she'd seen it &t Stratford and had lovad it. |
borrowed her copy of the play and was instantly hooked ' - | left behind snow-bound
Hollingdean and was transported back 1o the summer of 1613 and rural Stratford on Aver.

This is thee true story of a passionate, Indepandent and intelligent woman stifled by a
lbveless marriage and the confines of baing & worman; the contradiction between human
desires and the socialand refigibus conventions which sippress them. My initial proposal
for the play Bppealed 1o another strang, independent woman —our previous arfistic
director Uli -waell it weuld, wouldn'lit,.. and 50 we were on our way

II's hard forius to imagine the world-view of people in the early seventaenth century, The
separation between different mmr classes was rigitly enforced, and the rule of the
Church in moral matters was absolute - partly out of feudal deference; but also because of
an ungueshoning belief in an afterlile and the possibility of eterpal damnation, Petar
Whelan takes us very close, though, with The Herbal Bed’

Susanna, Willlam Shakespeare’s eldest daughter, is accused of adultery with-family friend
and neighbour Rafe Smith. Her husband, respactad physician John Hall, is desperate 1o
cléar the family namé and pushes hiet 1o sue Tor slandér. Bul how can they avoid 1he Tac
that one summars night while her huﬂ!:tand was away, Rafe Smith Vias seen sacretly
leiving their herbal garten?

This is a serious charge, and three people’s private lves are subjected 1o the glare of
intense public: scruliny in this tale of passion, loyally. independence and religion. The case
ends up before an Ecclesiastical Gourt, where the family's souls; as well as their moral
reputations, are in danger,

Based on actual events and written by Whelan (who wrote about Great War morality in
The-Accongton Pals’) in 1996, this play looks at universal themes of love, marnage,
loyalty, iIndepandencs and social class.



The play's action takes place mainly In he ‘physic’ garden whare many medicinal hefbs
were grown, and it the doctor's dispensary adjoining the family house. And this is where
-another challenge came in, how (o create the period feel of 1he Jacobean manor "Halls

Croft' and the.garden, ina smal| black space; with limited

budget and without it looking ‘clunky’. The solutien was 1o treat the

-enlirs design s 8 'skalch.. anartist's impression of how il would J.

have looked, with you the.audience filling in the gaps with your. Ml [ _
imagination. ; ot 2
‘Mot only do we have & talanted gitiup of actars tiringing this story ﬂﬁ-’ ».;L
1o fife, but somewhere slong the way we have accumulated a vasily :% W
talentad taam in bringing this show togather - including designers, P -
costume makers, researchers, protuction and stage managers, "-f“ I F
ﬁ-mham lachies #nd even a gardan planner. ., ¢ |

We hepe you enjoy this unforgettable drama.
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The garden of Doctor Hall's house [Ha:f's_&u&, Bs it stands today), a
substantial half-timbered two storey residence n Stratford-upon-Avon,

Act 1,

Scene 1. Early June, 1613. A fing, pleasing day with high, ra::]m;
clouds.

Scene 2. The same, half-arm hour later.

Scene 3. The same, at night . .« calm. and moanlit,

Interval ﬁilﬂ mins

Act 2.

Scane 1. The garden, two days later. 'Glorious sun.

Scane 2. Worcester Cathedral. An alcove near the western enﬂ of the:
sauth aisle where the consistory court is held,

Scene 3. The:gardan at Dr. Hall's as hefore; some weeks later. Evening,



Red Gray - Susanna Hall

Red performs solo recital wark, session singing,
opera and theatre: Previous rales Inclugda Beth
“What I just shot' (Wihm Theatre Co,) Caraline
‘Whale Music’, Denise Savage ‘Savage in Limbo’
(Day for Night Theatre Co,) and Kate *Old Times'
(NVT), Her nextirole will Be in'The Gagpal
accarding to-Lilian®s Oct 2014 at The Church of
‘the Annonciation Festival and playing Brighton
Fringe 2015. Other plans for 2014 inclutle: -
theatie/opera two -handar ‘Inand Out of Love’ 1
by Stephen Plaice (St MichaslS -8 All Angels, July

26th) and performances with 18 plece contempa-

rary jazz outfit Studip90rehestra including "Love

Supreme” Jazz festival at Glynde in July. Red runs \
het awn part-tirtte Theatre Arts Schaol and Yocal

Teachving Practice and lives in Brightoo with: her

family,

‘Sarah Charsley - Hester
Fletcher

Sarah'was last seen ab NVT getting

vety drunk and prajectile vomiting

across the studio: Fertunatety she

was in 3 play, The God of Camage. 1
She promises to be better "
behaved {at least on stage)

tonight: The Herbal Bed Is-Sarah’s: wyh
gighth performance. at NYT, includ: i
ing her one-woman show " Three ]
Kinds of Me" As always, she has ﬁﬂ-‘.{?
loved being part of a creative tear,

full of enthusiastic, dedicated and




Jay Chappell - Jack Lane

Jay completed his training at Brighton's Academy
ol Creative: Tralning. Previous roles includs Lé Duo
- Arthiur Miller's " Incident at Vichy' and Dr Arthur
Wicksteed In Alan, Bennett’s 'Habeus Corpus’. This
1= lay's first role ab NVT. He'is also  kesn musician
and enjoys B1ng

Simon Messingham - John Hall

Simon Messingham appeared | 'The Winslow
Bay".at the NVT, Ha moved to the Sauth
Coast in 2007 after many yaars writing TV
and filmand books for Dogtor Who: He curs
rently co-runs & fim company; acting, writing
and a new-found skill: pfuﬂuclng

Gerry McCrudden - Bishop Parry

Gerry has dirécted "The Winslow Boy’ "Bllokl
Blues and "Dancirig at LUughnasa” for the New
venture Theatre. He has also appeared In The
Weir" as-well as "Tha Lisutermant of Inishmpre® at
Brightor: Little Theatre. He will be directing Noel
Coward's 'Hay Fevar’ at the NVT in Novamber




Cordelia Brand - Elizabeth Hall

Cordalia has loved theatre aver since she saw
the Weist Erid ghiow "Wicked' when sha was 6.
She has been doing ballet since she was three-
and has been in several school praductions
playing many roles including 4 Dfagon il'il!ﬂl'l?
princess and a fairy who lost her -.-.!Ings. She lg
very excited to be playing Elizabeth..

Constance Starns - Elizabeth Hall

Connie hag bean (0 ove with perfarming since
the age of three, when she first saw Doris Day in
Calamity Jang. She enjoys playing her ﬂut&,
singlng with Brig hton Festival Youth Charus ant
dancing. A diverse'range of rales in-schoal pro-
ductions include: an evilail can, & lovelorn setkie
and - grumpy M Scrooge. She s very excitéd to
be playing Ellzabeth, alongsidie such. @ talented

group-af actors.
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Warren Saunders - Rafe Smith

Warran has just finished alsell-out perfar:
mance of Natalie Audley's mgnly succassil
new play’ Adld Acqualintance” playimg Rab
Elway at The Dukebox Theatre and will'be
appearing In her adaptaticn of  “Tis Pity She's
A& Whore' as Jeremy: for this year's Edinburgh
festival, No-strapger to NVT mast recantly
playing Russall in Pinter's "Calsbration”. Ha
fitmed as Kenny 0 Studio from the Shkys
Drawning In Sunshine’ well series and also
LE Grainger in Tim Grifths indie acton il
as yat to be released "Mission 2 Redemption”.
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Alistair Lock - Barnbus Goche

ANSERNT 18 ynusial in being an expeart 0 post
proguction whilst havlihg considerable experi
ence as an actor and voicegver artist. He's
appearad in saveral NVT groductions aver the
vears most racently as Hal in TKweteh® and
Sergeant’ Toamey in "Blloxi Blises™; itwao very
different roles. Ih real life he worls as an
audio editor and sound designer and can be
neard as-a doomed astronaul on Badio 45
Saturday afternoon play “The Martian Chroni-
cles” with Derek Jacobl,

i



CAST (in order of appearance)

Assistant Stage Manager :
Set Design :
Set Construction ;

Set Finish. and Dressing :
Properties :

Costume Design :

Costume Assistants :
Lighting Design:

Lighting Operation

Lighting Rigging :

Sound Design & I'qurnt]un -
Recorder Music, Arrangement
& Recording :
Poster & Programme |
Makeup :

Choraography :

Fight Coardinator :
Research :

Garden Design :
Photography :

Marketing :

Many thanks to:

Elizabeth Hall : Constance Starns
Elizabeth Hall : Cordelia Brand .
Hester Fletcher : Sarah Charsley
Rafe Smith : Warren Saunders
Jack Lane : Jay Chappell
Bishop Parry : Gerry McCrudden
John Hall ‘Simon Messingham
Susanna Hall ; ‘Red Gray '
Vicar Barnabus Goche:: Alistair Lock
CREATIVE TEAM

Director Tamsin Fraser
Production Manager : Ian Black
Stage Manager : ‘Annique Tate-Doe

‘Barry Purchese

Mark Green _
Mark Green; George Walter, Barry

Purchese & Strat Mastoris

Mark Green & Isabel Aidalibery
Trish Bayliss & Liz Miller

Jackie Jones

Liz Miller & Annabelle Trent
Emma Shiel

Alex Epps

ErrIma Shiel & Stﬁlt Mastoris
Emilio Pascual

Eleanor & Richard Gamper
Isabel Aidallbery

‘Sara Selim
Alex McQuillen-Wright

Moog Gravett
Debbie Walden

“Anita Sullivan Fearnside

Strat Mastoris
Dan Walker

Rab Stephens for making the ﬁunt:lia-l', Chris Puah for all his inpul, assistance ant
technlcal advice, Gladrags, Harvey's of Hove, Loans of various tems —Rod Lewis
(Dellows), Mrs "ul’-Er[ErIE Harris ( basket), Christine Snowden (nightie); lexandra
Liske for suggesting this play, Sdarah Davies for casting am eye, lan for h:wmg to do
the:Baring bits.... and as dlways, our appreciation and gratitude to the Front of
House; 'Bar-staff and Box-Office teams.
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\THE HERBAL BED
PLANTEING PLAN
wiww - anita sullivan gardens. co.

A guide to planting for a herbal garden of your own




Windlesham School

An independent seliosl dnd nursery for bhovs aid gvli

ar ematl mfettwindleshamschool.couk

[rom & 1ol Aears; iﬂ'irh_;-_tl'nng links o a Fange f.il':ilnlv_

and imiupt-nilﬂ.uﬂ m*:'muhu‘}' gelvoalsat :'-!.itilnnhlr'.-ﬂﬁ]i leired.

Contact the Sehool Adungsions 51.‘-:":'14.‘.”}-' an 01273 563645

L 1] L:l_'l..rLLr Hurl.l.!.-!:!u:_l.-Jl.!.n“., Eaonsr Sussey AND SAA -'l.|.|l'|'l"||'|.'-'l.‘¥'1|J.I:.I.tr=l.|":I'.IHﬁ-r.'.I:li‘.l.l'.ll.l'.'l.l-I]I-I:

Coming next to NVT...
18th July - 26th July
Decade

by various writérs
Directed by Kirsty Elmer

Ma-ane can forget the momen 'they hoard 1 he
news. Saptembet 11th 2001 sent shackwaves
across [he gldbe || was 3 day thal was supposed
1o change the world farever, Ten years on, a team
af major witers and thinkars have explored
rezponses o the detining event of cur-times [his
s a thnllingly imegmalive invesligation nio the
legacy of /1

Decade |& a cdliaborative collBge of playlats: fram
twenty contemporary writers, in response o lhe
attacks on Ibe Twin Towers: the svents on the day
and thair legpoy ten years |ater Wewill e staging
14 af the plays m promenade, utilismg &l of the
NVT thealie sposs tolall a range of intartwined
slores

Lacade isa promanade produchion, whch will
invalva the audience mowving from one space fo
another, there are stairs which game may find o
fiouft. There will also be same sirong language
and. [herefore, gue (o the n&ture of the piece; Il
will ol e suitabli for chifldeen

DECADL

Ericisd by Linly Ciar




pick up a membership form i the foyer

~ NVT Acting Class NV/T

. Monday evenings at 7.30pm for all

- levels of acting skills. It will cost NEW

- you just £5.00 per session (£2.50 VENTURE

. for NVT Members) THEATRE

. First yisit s FREE! |

i FORTHCOMING
.................................................. - PRODUCTIONS

- NVT Youth Theatre 2014

- Fridays 4.30pm-630pm

| ;

| Opento 12:17 year olds intsrested n. pa 0

| DJ'-El'I"lﬂr tnﬁﬂm creative play and i by various writers

- working with new peaple in a real directed by Kirsty Elmer

- theatre setting. o

| 3rd - 11th Oct

L. ‘Amongst Barbarians'

T R T = by Michael Wall

. Become an NVT Sponsor directed by Saan Lgpad

| £250, MMFE]'TFEE inour brochure, on the 915t Oct - 8th Nay

. websfte;in each programme and our H!?Fﬂ'ﬂf

- newsietter for 1 year, plus two free Noel Coward

| tickets-per show. := dieciad) by Gerry McCrudden

| Contact fundraising@newventure:org.uk

| for details =

|

Supparting NVT

‘Weare a membership club, founded In 1847 We established plays. both classical and

corfemporary, and are 2 shawease for new writing. rrynuarem!amalatlm;nmgm plaase

Ir7 1883, NVT bought the freehald of this bsted Victarem budding which nesds constant invest-
ment to mainiain it integrily. To keep NVT going, we nead your financial suppart, sdther (o add
o ourregular sponsors (annial package £250) or you can te-a Chauls for a fiver, an Angel for
£1M.Nﬂmmﬂﬂ:tiﬂi}ﬂﬂfﬂnmﬂ1mwmbnﬂlmtiﬁ[ﬂ Piease look out for the leaflets
i thie Theaire~ As anAngel you will be listed on fhe Role of Honour in the Theaine

It-you are Interested; please email fundraising@newventure.org.uk for more information,
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Traditional Caring Nursery & Primory Education

Helping children become
confident, competent, considerate & courtecus

195 New Church Rood. Hove BNJ 4ED
www.dnepdeneschool.com Tel 01273 418984
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:MBE- MAIL BOXESETC.

) Print & Copy () Packing & Shipping
() Office Services () Packing Materials
() stationery ) Post & Parcels

Tel: 01273 70 60 20 O weww.mbebrighton.co.uk
Emall: print@mbebrighton.co.uk © 91 Western Road, Brighton. BN1 2NW

! |
blueystarfish

II.

Bringing business training alive through actors

www.bluestarfishconsulting.com 0845 017 0742
email info@bluestarfishconsulting.com
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